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articles of IDInion

BETWEEN

THE TWO GRAND LODGES
01?

Freemasons of England.

IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN.

The Most Worshipful His Royal
Highness Prince Augustus Frede-
rick, Duke of Sussex, Earl of Inver-

ness, Baron Arklow, Knight Com-
panion of the Most Noble Order of

the Garter, and Grand Master of

the Society of Free and Accepted

Masons under the Constitution

of England; the Right Worshipful
Waller Rodwell Wright, Provin-

cial Grand Master of Masons in the

Ionian Isles; the Right Worshipful
Arthur Tegart, Past Grand War-
den; and the Right Worshipful

James Deans, Past Grand Warden

;

of the same Fraternity : for them-

selves and on behalf of the Grand
Lodge of the Society of Freemasons
under the Constitution of England

:

being thereto duly constituted and

enipovi'ered :—on the one part.

The Most Worshipful His Royal
Highness Prince Edward, Duke of

Kent and Strathearn, Earl of Dublin,

Knight Companion of the Most
Noble Order of the Garter and of the

Most Illustrious Order of SainL

Patrick, Field Marshal of His
Majesty's Forces, Governor of Gib-

raltar, Colonel of the First or Royal-
Scots Regiment of Foot, and Grand
Master of Free and Accepted Masons
of England, according to the Old In-

stitutions ; the Right Worshipful
Thomas Harper, Deputy Grand
Master; the Right Worshipful James
Perry, Past Deputy Grand Master

;

and the Right Worshipful James
Agar, Past Deputy Grand Master;
of the same Fraternity : for them-
selves and on behalf of the Grand
Lodge of Freemasons of England,
according to the old Institutions

:

being thereto duly constituted and
empowered :—on the other part,

Have agreed as follows—
I. There shall be, from and after the day of the Festival of Saint John the

Evangelist next ensuing, a full, perfect, and perpetual union of and between
the two Fraternities of Free and Accepted Masons of England above de-

scribed ; so as that in all time hereafter they shall form and constitute but

one Brotherhood, and that the said community shall ]>e represented in one
Grand Lodge, to be solemnly formed, constituted, and held, on the said day
of the Festival of Saint John the Evangelist next ensuing, and from thence-

forward for ever.
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II. It is declared and pronounced, that pure Ancient Masonry consists of

three degrees, and no more ; viz. those of the Entered Apprentice, the Fellow
Craft, and the Master Mason, including the Supreme Order of the Holy Royal
Arch. But this article is not intended to prevent any Lodge or Chapter from
holding a meeting in any of the degrees of the Orders of Chivalry, according
to the constitutions of the said Orders.

III. There shall be the most perfect unity of obligation, of discipline, of

working the lodges, of making, passing and raising, instructing and clothing

Brothers; so that but one pure unsullied system, according to the genuine
landmarks, laws, and traditions of the Craft, shall be maintained, upheld
and practised, throughout the Masonic World, from the day and date of the

said union until time shall be no more.

IV. To prevent all controversy or dispute as to the genuine and pure obli-

gations, forms, rules and ancient traditions of Masonry, and further to unite

and bind the whole Fraternity of Masons in one indissoluble bond, it is agreed

that the obligations and forms that have, from, time immemorial, been estab-

lished, used, and practised, in the Craft, shall be recognized, accepted, and
taken, by the members of both Fraternities, as the pure and genuine obliga-

tions and forms by which the incorporated Grand Lodge of England, and its

dependant Lodges in every part of the World, shall be bound : and for the

purpose of receiving and communicating due light and settling this uniformity

of regulation and instruction (and particularly in matters which can neither

be expressed nor described in writing), it is further agreed that brotherly

application be made to the Grand Lodges of Scotland and Ireland, to

authorize, delegate and appoint, any two or more of their enlightened mem-
bers to be present at the Grand Assembly on the solemn occasion of uniting

the said Fraternities ; and that the respective Grand Masters, Grand Officers,

Masters, Past Masters, Wardens and Brothers, then and there present, shall

solemnly engage to abide by the true forms and obligations (particularly in

matters which can neither be described nor written), in the presence of the
said Members of the Grand Lodges of Scotland and Ireland, that it may be
declared, recognized, and known, that they all are bound by the same solemn
pledge, and work under the same law.

V. F"or the purpose of establishing and securing this perfect uniformity

in all the warranted Lodges, and also to prepare for this Grand Assembly,
and to place all the Members of both Fraternities on the level of equality

on the day of Re-union, it is agreed that as soon as these presents shall

have received the sanction of the respective Grand Lodges, the two
Grand Masters shall appoint each nine worthy and expert Master Masons,
or Past Masters, of their respective Fraternities, with warrant and
instructions to meet together at some convenient central place in London,
when each party having opened in a separate apartment a just and perfect

Lodge, agreeably to their peculiar regulations they shall give and receive

mutually and reciprocally the obligations of both Fraternities, deciding by
lot which shall take priority in giving and receiving the same ; and being
thus all duly and equally enlightened in both forms, they shall be empowered
and directed, either to hold a Lodge under the warrant or dispensation to be

entrusted to them, and to be entitled the Lodge of Reconciliation, or to

visit the several Lodges holding under both the Grand Lodges for the purpose
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of obligating, instructing and perfecting the Master, Past Masters, Wardens,
and Members, in both the forms, and to make a return to the Grand
Secretaries of both the Grand Lodges of the names of those whom they shall

have thus enlightened. And the said Grand Secretaries shall be empowered
to enroll the names of all the Members thus remade in the Register of both
the Grand Lodges, without fee or reward : it being ordered that no person
shall be thus obligated and registered whom the Master and Wardens of

his Lodge shall not certify by writing under their hands, that he is free on
the books of his particular Lodge. Thus, on the day of Assembly of both
Fraternities, the Grand Officers, Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens, who
are alone to be present, shall all have taken the obligation by which each is

bound, and be prepared, to make their solemn engagement, that they will

thereafter abide by that which shall be recognized and declared to be the true

and universally accepted obligation of the Master Mason.

VL As soon as the Grand Masters, Grand Officers, and Members of the

two present Grand Lodges, shall, on the day of their Re-union have made
the solemn declaration in the presence of the deputation of Grand or

enlightened Masons from Scotland and Ireland, to abide and act by the

universally recognized obligation of Master Mason, the Members shall forth-

with proceed to the election of a Grand Master for the year ensuing ; and to

prevent delay, the Brother so elected shall forthwith be obligated, pro
tempore, that the Grand Lodge may be formed. The said Grand Master
shall then nominate and appoint his Deputy Grand Master, together with a

Senior and Junior Grand Warden, Grand Secretary, or Secretaries, Grand
Treasurer, Grand Chaplain, Grand Sword Bearer, Grand Pursuivant, and
.Grand Tyler, who shall all be duly obligated and placed ; and the Grand
Incorporated Lodge shall then be opened, in ample form, under the 'stile and
title of the United Grand Lodge of Ancient Freemasons of England.

The Grand Officers who held the several offices before (unless such of them
as may be re-appointed) shall take their places, as Past Grand Officers, in

the respective degrees which they held before ; and in case either, or both of

the present Grand Secretaries, Pursuivants, and Tylers, should not be re-ap-

pointed to their former situations, then annuities shall be paid to them during

their respective lives out of the Grand Fund.

VII. The United Grand Lodge of Ancient Freemasons of England
shall be composed, except on days of Festival, in the following manner, as

a just and perfect representative of the whole Masonic Fraternity of Eng-

land ; that is to say, of

The Grand Master,
Past Grand Masters,

Deputy Grand Master,

Past Deputy Grand Masters,

Grand Wardens,
Provincial Grand Masters,

Past Grand Wardens,
Past Provincial Grand Masters,

Grand Chaplain,

Grand Treasurer,
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Joint Grand Secretary, or Grand Secretary if there be only

one,

Grand Sword Bearer,

Twelve Grand Stewards, to be delegated by the Stewards'

Lodge, from among their Members existing at the Union :

it being understood and agreed that, from and after the

Union, an annual appointment shall be made of the

Stewards if necessary.

The actual Masters and Wardens of all Warranted Lodges,

Past Masters of Lodges, who have regularly served and
passed the Chair before the day of Union, and who have

continued without secession regular contributing Members
of a Warranted Lodge. It being understood that of all

Masters who, from and after the day of the said Union,

shall regularly pass the chair of their respective Lodges,

but one at a time, to be delegated by his Lodge, shall have

a right to sit and vote in the said Grand Lodge ; so that

after the decease of all the regular Past Masters of any
regular Lodge, who had attained that distinction at the

time of the Union, the representation of such Lodge shall

be by its actual Master, Wardens, and one Past Master
only.

And all Grand Officers in the said respective Grand
Lodges shall retain and hold their rank and privileges in

the United Grand Lodge, as Past Grand Officers, including

the present Provincial Grand Masters, the Grand
Treasurers, Grand Secretaries, and Grand Chaplains, in

their several degrees, according to the seniority of their

respective appointments ; and where such appointment
shall have been contemporaneous, the seniority shall be
determined by lot. In all other respects the above shall

be the general order of precedence in all time to come, with
this express provision, that no Provincial Grand Master,
hereafter to be appointed, shall be entitled to a seat in the
Grand Lodge, after he shall have retired from such situa-

tion, unless he shall have discharged the duties thereof
for full five years.

VIII. The Representatives of the several Lodges shall sit under their re-

spective banners according to seniority. The two first Lodges under each
Grand Lodge to draw a lot in the first place for priority ; and to which of the

two the lot No. 1 shall fall, the other to rank as No. 2 ; and all the other
Lodges shall fall in alternately, that is, the Lodge which is No. 2 of the

Fraternity whose lot it shall be to draw No. 1, shall rank as No. 3 in the

United Grand Lodge, and the other No. 2 shall rank as No. 4, and so on
alternately through all the numbers respectively. And this shall for ever
after be the order and rank of the Lodges in the Grand Lodge, and in Grand
Processions, for which a plan and drawing shall be prepared previous to the
Union. On the renewal of any of the Lodges now dormant, they shall take
rank after all the Lodges existing at the Union, notwithstanding the numbers
in which they may now stand on the respective rolls.
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IX. The United Grand Lodge being now constituted, the first proceeding
after solemn prayer shall be to read and proclaim the act of Union, as pre-
viously executed and sealed with the great seals of the two Grand Lodges

;

after which the same shall be solemnly accepted by the Members present.
A day shall then be appointed for the installation of the Grand Master and
other Grand Officers with due solemnity; upon which occasion the Grand
Master shall in open Lodge, with his own hand, affix the new great seal to
the said instrument, which shall be deposited in the archives of the United
Grand Lodge, and be the bond of union among the Masons of the Grand
Lodge of England, and the Lodges dependant thereon, until time shall be
no more. The said new great seal shall be made for the occasion, and shall
be composed out of both the great seals now in use ; after which the present
two great seals shall be broken and defaced ; and the new seal shall be alone
used in all warrants, certificates, and other documents to be issued thereafter.

X. The regalia of the Grand Officers shall be, in addition to the white
gloves and apron, and the respective jewels or emblems of distinction, garter
blue and gold ; and these shall alone belong to the Grand Officers present
and past.

XL Four Grand Lodges, representing the Craft, shall be held for quarterly
communication in each year, on the first Wednesday in the months of March,
June, September, and December, on each of which occasions the Masters and
Wardens of all the warranted Lodges shall deliver into the hands of the
Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer, a faithful list of all their contributing
Members ; and the warranted Lodges in and adjacent to London shall pay
towards the grand fund one shilling per quarter for each Member, over and
above the sum of half a guinea for each new made Member, for the registry
of his name, together with the sum of one shilling to the Grand Secretary
as his fee for the same, and that this contribution of one shilling for each
Member shall be made quarterly, and each quarter, in all time to come.

XIL It shall be in the power of the Grand Master, or in his absence of the
Past Grand Masters, or in their absence of the Deputy Grand Master, or in

his absence of the Past Deputy Grand Masters, or in their absence of the
Grand Wardens, to summon and hold Grand Lodges of Emergency whenever
the good of the Craft shall, in their judgment, require the same.

XIII. At the Grand Lodge to be held annually on the first Wednesday
in September, the Grand Lodge shall elect a Grand Master for the year
ensuing, (who shall nominate and appoint his own Deputy Grand Master,
Grand Wardens, and Secretary), and they shall also nominate three fit and
proper persons for each of the offices of Treasurer, Chaplain, and Sword-
Bearer, out of which the Grand Master shall, on the first Wednesday in the
month of December, chuse and appoint one for each of the said offices ; and
on the Festival of St. John the Evangelist, then next ensuing, or on such
other day as the said Grand Master shall appoint, there shall be held a Grand
Lodge for the solemn Installation of all the said Grand Officers, according
to antient custom.

XIV. There may also be a Masonic Festival, annually, on the Anniversary
of the Feast of St. John the Baptist, or of St. George, or such other day
as the Grand Master shall appoint, which shall be dedicated alone to brotherly
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love and refreshment, and to which all regular Master Masons may have

access, on providing themselves with tickets from the Grand Stewards ap-

pointed to conduct the same.

XV. After the day of the Re-union, as aforesaid, and when it shall be

ascertained what are the obligations, forms, regulations, working, and in-

struction, to be universally established, speedy and effectual steps shall be

taken to obligate all the Members of each Lodge in all the degrees, according

to the form taken and recognized by the Grand Master, Past Grand Masters,

Grand Officers, and Representatives of Lodges, on the day of Re-union; and

for this purpose the worthy and expert Master Masons appointed, as afore-

said, shall \ isit and attend the several Lodges, within the Bills of Mortality,

in rotation, dividing themselves into quorums of not less than three each,

for the greater expedition, and they shall assist the Master and Wardens to

promulgate and enjoin the pure and unsullied system, that perfect reconcilia-

tiom, unity of obligation, law, working, language, and dress, may be happily

restored to the English Craft.

XVL When the Master and Wardens of a warranted Lodge shall report

to the Grand Master, to his satisfaction, that the Members of such Lodge
have taken the proper enjoined obligation, and have conformed to the uniform

working, cloathing, &c., then the Most \^'orshipful Grand Master shall direct

the new Great Seal to be affixed to their warrant, and the Lodge shall be

adjudged to be regular, and entitled to all the privileges of the Craft : a

certain term shall be allowed (to be fixed by the Grand Lodge) for estab-

lishing this uniformity ; and all constitutional proceedings of any regular

Lodge, which shall take place between the date of the union and the term

so appointed, shall be deemed valid, on condition that such Lodge shall con-

form to the regulations of the Union within the time appointed ; and means
shall be taken to ascertain the regularity, and establish the uniformity of the

Provincial Grand Lodges, Military Lodges, and Lodges holding of the two
present Grand Lodges in distant parts; and it shall be in the power of the

Grand Lodge to take the most effectual measures for the establishment of

this unity of doctrine throughout the whole. community of Masons, and to

declare the Warrants to be forfeited, if the measures proposed shall be
resisted or neglected.

XVIL The property of the said two Fraternities, whether freehold, lease-

hold, funded, real or personal, shall remain sacredly appropriate to the pur-

poses for which it was created ; it shall constitute one grand fund, by which
the blessed object of Masonic benevolence may be more extensively obtained.

It shall either continue under the trusts in which, whether freehold, lease-

hold, or funded, the separate parts thereof now stand; or it shall be in the

power of the said United Grand Lodge, at any time hereafter, to add other

names to the said trusts; or, in case of the death of any one Trustee, to

nominate and appoint others for perpetuating the security of the same ; and
in no event, and for no purpose, shall the said united property be diverted

from its original purpose. It being understood and declared that, at any
time after the Union, it shall be in the power of the Grand Lodge to incor-

porate the whole of the said property and funds in one and the same set

of Trustees, who shall give bond to hold the same in the name and on behalf

of the United Fraternity. And it is further agreed, that the Freemasons'
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Hall shall be the place in which the United Grand Lodge shall be held, with
such additions made thereto as the increased numbers of the Fraternity, thus

to be united, may require. And it is understood between the parties, that,

as there are now in the Hall several whole length portraits of Past Grand
Masters, a portrait of the Most Worshipful His Grace the Duke of Atholl,
Past Grand Master of Masons according to the Old Institutions, shall be
placed there in the same conspicuous manner.

XVni. The fund, appropriate to the objects of Masonic benevolence, shall

not be infringed on for any purpose, but shall be kept strictly and solely

devoted to chanty, and pains shall be taken to increase the same.

XIX. The distribution and application of this Charitable Fund shall be
monthly, for which purpose a Committee, or Lodge of Benevolence, shall be

held on the third Wednesday of every month, which Lodge shall consist of

twelve Masters of Lodges (within the Bills of Mortality) ; and three Grand
Officers, one of whom only (if more are present) shall act as President, and
be entitled to vote. The said twelve Masters to be summoned by the choice

and direction of the Grand Master, or his Deputy, not by any rule or rota-

tion, but by discretion ; so as that the Members, who are to judge of the cases

that may come before them, shall not be subject to canvass, or to previous

application, but shall have their minds free from prejudice, to decide on the

merits of each case with the impartiality and purity of Masonic feeling : to

which end it is declared, that no Brother, being a Member of such Committee
or Lodge, shall vote, upon the petition of any person to whom he is in any
way related, or who is a Member of any Lodge, or Masonic Society, to which
he himself actually belongs, but such Brother may ask leave to be heard on

the merits of such petition, and shall afterwards, during the discussion and
voting thereon, withdraw.

XX. A plan, with rules and regulations, for the solemnity of the Union,

shall be prepared by the Subscribers hereto, previous to the Festival of St.

John, which shall be the form to be observed on that occasion.

XXI. A revision shall be made of the rules and regulations now established

and in force in the two Fraternities, and a code of laws for the holding,' of

the Grand Lodge, and of private Lodges ; and, generally, for the whole con-

duct of the Craft, shall be forthwith prepared, and a new Book of Constitu-

tions be composed and printed, under the superintendence of the Grand

Officers, and with the sanction of the Grand Lodge.

Done at the Palace of Kensington, this 25th Day of November, in

the Year of our Lord, 1813, and of Masonry, 5813.

AUGUSTUS FREDERICK, G.M. EDWARD, G.M. l.s.

L-S- THOMAS HARPER, D.G.M. l.s.

WALLER RODWELL WRIGHT, jamES PERRY, P.D.G.M. l.s.

P.G.M. Ionian Isles. l.s.

ARTHUR TEGART, P.G.W. l.s.

JAMES DEANS, P.G.W. l.s.

JAMES AGAR, P.D.G.M. l.s.
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In Grand Lodge, this first day of In Grand Lodge, this first day of

December, A. D. 1813, Ratified and December, A.D. 1813, Ratified and

Confirmed, and the Seal of the Grand Confirmed, and the Seal of the Grand

Lodge affixed. Lodge affixed.

AUGUSTUS FREDERICK, G.M. EDWARD, G.M.

( Great ^
I Seal. )

William H. White, G.S. Robert Leslie, G.S.

(Reprinted from a copy pabliahed by T. Harper, Junr., A.D, 1813 )


